
 



 



 

 

 

 

Dear Guests, 

From the Board of Trustees and myself, greetings to you all on this auspicious day. We extend our 

heartfelt welcome to all of you who have come to celebrate Durga Puja with us at Plainfield High 

School, New Jersey. 

Many of us have chosen to make this wonderful country our “home”, although we cannot help but feel 

the nostalgia surrounding Durga Puja back in India. This is the time that, irrespective of whatever 

challenges and difficulties we faced this past year, our spirits are lifted by the joyous festivities and 

cheers that this season brings. We all strive to re-create and re-live that nostalgia here in our adopted 

homeland and pass it on to our next generation. Let us all participate whole-heartedly in this 

endearing process. 

Garden State Cultural Association has always made an effort in extending a helping hand, albeit in 

small ways, to those less fortunate than us and in distress. Supported and encouraged by the 

dedicated members and patrons, GSCA is now making a concerted effort to expand its philanthropic 

activities in ways that will have a greater impact on individuals and communities. This year GSCA has 

formed a Philanthropic Task Force whose mission is to explore and find causes, which could benefit 

in some ways with our help. We cannot save the world but we can try to help small parts that make 

the world. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the strong membership of this organization, the 

committee members and numerous volunteers whose time, efforts, ideas and inspirations have 

culminated in what you are enjoying this weekend. We also extend a special thanks to the Plainfield 

Board of Education and Plainfield High School for use of this wonderful facility. Thanks also go out to 

our sponsors and advertisers and most importantly, to all of you present here. To those who come to 

GSCA every year, we thank you for your continued patronage and good wishes. For our new guests 

this year, we hope you will enjoy the festivities here and take back memories that will provide 

incentives for you to come back again in years to come. 

Warm Regards, 

Pradip Ranjan Das, 

Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Garden State Cultural Association, New Jersey 

 

 

 

Greetings from the Board, GSCA……… 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



THE  RITAM  ACADEMY  OF  INDIAN  DANCE 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

 

        Shrimati Reeta Baidyaroy, Artistic Director 
 
 

 

The Academy would like to thank friends &  

 members of the GSCA Community for your blessings and continued support for 

over twenty five years. 

 
 
 

 

 

RITAM  ACADEMY 
is a performing arts school  

specializing in Indian classical dance, 

Bharatanatyam  
 
 

Classes are held in Princeton,  

 Marlboro, and Ananda Mandir   
 

 

For class schedules, workshops & events,   

Please call 609-252-0407 or 609-468-0703 or 

Visit www.ritamdance.com 

 



 

SATURDAY, OCT 20 2012 SUNDAY, OCT 21 2012 

Puja & Arati 11 AM – 2 PM Puja & Arati 11 AM – 2 PM 

Pushpanjali 2 PM – 3 PM Pushpanjali 2 PM – 3 PM 

Prasad 2:30 PM – 4 PM Prasad 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM 

Chandi Path 3 PM – 3:30 PM Chandi Path 3 PM – 3:30 PM 

Dhunuchi Dance 3:30 PM – 4 PM Arts / Craft Competition 3 PM – 4 PM 

Dinner 4 PM – 6 PM Dinner 4 PM – 6 PM 

Sandhi Puja 4:30 PM – 5 PM Baran / Bisarjan 4 PM – 5 PM 

Cultural Program 6 PM – 11 PM Arts / Craft Award 5:30 PM – 5:50 PM 

  Cultural Program 6 PM – 10 PM 

 

Saturday 
 GSCA Chairman's speech  

o Time: 6:00 - 6:15 PM 

 Devotional songs 

o Time: 6:15 - 6:25 PM  

 Indian Classical fusion by Hidayat Hussain Khan  

(Son of Late Ustad Vilayat Khan) 

o Time: 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

 Contemporary Bengali Songs by Lopamudra Mitra  

 Time: 9:00 - 11:00 PM 

 

Sunday 
 Prize distribution (Arts & Crafts)  

o Time: 5:20 - 6:00 PM 

 Nabo Durga, a GSCA production 

o Time: 6:00 - 6:40 PM 

 Dance recital by Nritya Madhavi (Winner of 2012 Baisakhi Dance Competition)  

o Time: 6:45 - 7:15 PM 

 Jatra - the folk theater of Bengal by Deboshree Roy and group  

o Time: 7:30 - 10:00 PM 

 

 

 



 

Aahar Bengali Cuisine 
Specialists  in  Bengali &  Pan-Indian Cuisine 

 

Weekly Home Made Authentic  

(‘Ghoroa’) Bengali Food Packets 

Rinku Mookerjee: 732-218-7018 ** 609-448-7225 ** 201-377-5387 

www.aaharcuisine.com     rinku@aaharcuisine.com  

Aahar - Bringing the Taste of Old Bengal to New Bengal 



 
Thereafter, she started taking lessons on Indian Classical Music under the tutelage of Smt. Rita Roy and later 
on from Pandit Shri Arun Badhuri. She also had to opportunity to learn light classical music i.e. Bhajan and 
Nazrulgeeti from Late Shri Sukumar Mitra, Rabindrasangeet from Shri Subhas Chowdhury, Late Subinoy Roy 
and Aurobindo Biswas. She had won the State Music Academy Scholarship.  

Since 1996, H. M.V., the pioneer in Audio Cassette Company in India, has released sixteen individual albums 
of Lopamudra's Bengali modern songs and Rabindra Sangeet. She is also a very successful singer in bengali 
films. She has performed all over India,several times in U.S.A. She also performed twice in U.K. and once in 
Canada Singapore,Australia,Hongkong,Kuwait and Qatar. 

She has won many awards for her unique dramatic style of singing, which is fashioned with the classical aid 
and tenor voice quality. She won the prestigious 'Bengal Film Journalist Award' on her debut playback in the 
film 'Sedin Chaitramas. Her album 'Bhalobaste Balo' was honoured as the best puja album, best singer and 
album of the year in 2001 by Anandabazar Patrika. Her another album 'Ei Abelay’ awarded as the best puja 
album in 2003 again by 'Anandabazar Patrika. Her next album 'Jhor Hote Pari' got the 'ZEE MUSIC AWARD' in 
2005. 

 

Mrs.Divya D.Yeluri is an accomplished artist in the field of Kuchipudi Dance, who won many accolades all 
over India and abroad. Dance has always been a part of Divya's life and is a medium of self - expression for 
her. 

Her initial tutelage under Mrs.Bala Kondala Rao, the ace disciple of Dr. Vempati, has enabled her to 
understand the intricacies of Kuchipudi dance and attain the classical artistry and professionalism to become 
one of the privileged disciples of the dance Maestro, Dr.Vempati Chinna Satyam. Under Dr.Vempati's direction 
at Kuchipudi Art Academy, Madras(Chennai), and under Mrs. Bala and Mr.HariRamaMurthy's supervision at 
Visakhapatnam, Divya has given a number of solo performances and enacted the main roles in popular and 
acclaimed dance ballets such as Sri.Krishna Parijatham, Chandalika, Sreenivasa Kalyanam and Ramayanam. 
She has represented India in the 'festival of India' held in Germany in the year 1992, by participating in several 
performances, workshops and lecture demonstrations along with her guru Dr.Vempati Chinna Satyam. Divya is 
the first Kuchipudi Dancer to Perform in Sao Jose Campos, Brazil and is continuing to perform in the U.S.A. 
She has accompanied her master, Dr.Vempati on his tours to the U.S.A. She had the distinction of performing 
before the earlier chief ministers of Andhra Pradesh and Tamilnadu - Dr.M.Chenna Reddy, Mr.Vijaya Bhaskar 
Reddy, Ms. Jayalalitha and before the former prime minister of India, Sri.P.V.Narasimha Rao. Divya had the 
rare honour of being one of the selected few to go on an all India tour for propagating Kuchipudi. Besides the 
above, Divya performed in well known Sabhas of all major cities in India and has been conferred with the titles 
of 'NATYA VISHARADA' and 'NRITYA SIKHAMANI'. 

Lopamudra Mitra 

Lopamudra Mitra is the most popular contemporary Bengali singer 

now. She started learning music from her father in childhood. Then 

she learnt Rabindra Sangeet from the Gitabitan Cultural Institute.  

Nritya Madhavi 

Mrs.Divya D.Yeluri is an accomplished artist in the field of Kuchipudi 
Dance, who won many accolades all over India and abroad. Dance has 
always been a part of Divya's life and is a medium of self - expression for 
her. 

 



 

 



 

Her major film were “Dadar Kirti” by Tarun Majumdar, “36 Chowringee Lane” by Aparna Sen, “Unishe April” by 
Rituporno Ghosh, Kabhi Ajnabi The, Poolwari, Joyo to Ayese Jio, Mamta Ki Chao Me, Justis Chowduri etc. 
She won the National Award for the Best Actress in the year 1996 for “Unishe April”. Roy was very successful 
in Bengali films landing important lead roles in commercial as well as parallel cinema. The high point of her 
career was her National Award winning role of a young doctor from a dysfunctional family in the Rituparno 
Ghosh film Unishe April. 

 

Debashree Roy started her dancing career as a stage performer in he early years. She took her dancing 
lessons from her mother, her elder sister Purnima Roy, Bandana Sen and Kelucharan Mahapatra. She has her 
own dance group “Nataraj”. 

 

 

 

 

Debashree Roy 
Debashree Roy was born and brought up in Calcutta. Her 
debut film was “Pagol Thakur” directed by Harimoy Sen 
in 1967, when she was a mere child. Her 3rd film was as 
a 4 year old alongside her sister in the film "Kuheli". As a 
female lead she first appeared in the film “Nadi Theke 
Sagare” directed by Arabinda Mukhopdhay opposite 
Mithune Charoborty. 

She has acted not only in Hindi Films but also in 
television serials also. In the televised version of the 
Indian epic Mahabharata, directed by B.R.Chopra, she 
portrayed the role of Satyavati, second wife of King 
Shantanu of Hastinapur, stepmother of Gangaputra 
Bheeshma played by Mukesh Khanna, and mother of 
Chitrangada and Vichitravirya. 

 

GSCA Durga Puja Performance - 2011 



 

Wish you a Happy Durga Puja. 

 

 

 

 



 

One of highlights of Hidayat’s performance is the melodic movements that completely replicate the human 
voice in the true form of “gyke ang”. His father, Ustad Vilayat Khan introduced this style of sitar playing. 
Multidimensional is a word that can be used to describe this performer as he has taken part in musical 
compositions for films worldwide. In 1999, he completed a background track for discovery channel program on 
tigers called “Tracking a Legend”. One may hear vocal presentations, which, at times, accompany his sitar 
recitals. His style and presence on stage lead the audience to be enraptured with his performance.   He and 
his team will be performing Indian classical, "gyke ang" and Indian western fusion. 

 

 

 

Hidayat Hussain Khan 

Hidayat Hussain Khan comes from one of the greatest family of 

musicians. His forefathers have been the leaders and innovators 

of Indian classical music. His great grandfather, Ustad Imdad 

Khan, co-developed the “Notable_Performers” Surbahar. His 

grandfather, Utad Enayat Khan was the fore most sitar player 

from his time. His father, Ustad Vilayat Khan, is attributed with 

many innovations and contributions, in the instrument as well as 

the playing of it. One of his biggest contributions in the world of 

music is the introduction and development of “Personal_Life” 

gayaki ang (Vocal Style of Sitar Playing). He also changed the 

structure of instrument to better suite his style of sitar playing. 

Almost all sitar players are following his style. 

Hidayat Hussain has performed all over the world. This includes 
major performance in Europe, Japan , USA, Malaysia, Canada, 
Singapore and India. He has also performed in prestigious 
venues, such as Royal Albert Hall in London, Kenedy Center in 
Washington D.C, Carnegie Hall, Alicetuly Hall in New York.   
   

 

GSCA Arts & Crafts Competition 2011 
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Wish best wishes from 



A Social Commitment from GSCA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NABC 

July 2012, Las Vegas 

GSCA presented “Adwitiya Vivekananda”- a 

composition of poems, songs, lectures by Swami 

Vivekananda to commemorate 150th Birth  

Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda.   

Directed by Mahua Bose, the performers included 

Mahua Bose, Kakali Sinha, Indrasish and Shimli 

Basu Roy Choudhury, Biswajit Sengupta, Arundhati, 

Ishani and Tapas Sanyal, Konya and Tonoya Badsa 

and several others.    

The program staged at Paris Theater auditorium 

was attended by almost full house audience at 

prime time of Saturday and received overwhelming 

applause from the audience. 

 

INDIA DAY PARADE 

August 12, 2012, Iselin, NJ 

In keeping with the tradition of engaging with the 

larger Indian community, 25 members of GSCA 

enthusiastically participated in the Indian 

Independence Day Parade on the 12th of August, 

2012.  The parade was organized by Indian 

Business Association and was held at Oak Tree 

Road. The day itself was sunny and warm, 

reflecting the spirit of the event, the 

participants, and the onlookers.   

The GSCA banner was held up by the children in 

our GSCA family. The adults followed them, 

carrying both the Indian and the American flags 

with pride. One of the most exciting aspects of 

this year’s parade was that GSCA was the first in 

the line-up and hence was captured quite well by 

the media as well as other photographers. 

 



 

 



GSCA Philanthropic Services 

 

From left to right:  

Pradip Das, Karla Calderon*, Andres Cordero**, Ayesha Johnson***, Prasun Chakravarty 

 

*    Seton Hall University, NJ 

**   New Jersey Institute of Technology, NJ 

*** Spelman College, Atlanta, GA 

 

As part of its philanthropic efforts, Garden State Cultural Association awarded three college 

scholarships to Plainfield High School seniors at an award ceremony at the school on 8th. June, 

2012. There were twenty five applicants for the three scholarships available from GSCA. Board 

members, Prasun Chakravarty and Pradip Das performed initial screenings of the applications with all 

the supporting documents (approximately 15 pages per applicant) and narrowed it down to five for 

interview. At the interview at Plainfield High School, it was indeed difficult choosing the final three as 

all seemed worthy of the scholarships. It was heartening to see the excited faces filled with hope for 

the future that all these young men and women exhibited. This is the first year of scholarship awards 

by GSCA to Plainfiled High School seniors, who are going on to pursue higher studies. 

Notably, Plainfield High School and Garden State Cultural Association have been partners for 20 

years for bringing Durga Puja festivities to GSCA members and patrons. We are happy to further 

strengthen this bond and give back to the community that has been supporting us for so long. 



AKBAR Restaurant 

Your Home Away From Home 
 

 

 

21 Courtland Street, Edison, NJ, 08817 

(732) 632 – 8822 
Next to Holiday Inn Express  

 

 

Please request a corporate card when you dine at Akbar,  

It will entitle you to a 15% discount on future visits. 



 

 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Wish all of you a Glorious Puja 

Andrew R. Liss, CRPC* 

Senior Vice President – Wealth Management 

Senior Financial Advisor 

 

51 JFK Parkway, 3
rd

 Floor 

Short Hills, NJ 07078 

Andrew_r_liss@ml.com 

Tel: 973.912.3008 * 800.778.6712 

Fax: 973.607.4765 

Merrill Lynch, Fenner & Smith Incorporated. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Andrew_r_liss@ml.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Indrani Choudhury 

Awards 

2011:  

*Merit Award, Garden State Watercolor Society Associate Members Show, 
April, 2011 

*Winner's Circle, East Brunswick Fine Arts Festival, June, 2011 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GSCA Participation 
- India Day Parade 2012 - 

 
 

 

 

GSCA celebration 
- Baishakhi 2012 - 

 

 

 



 

Wish you a Happy Durga Puja 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Best Complements –  

Atma Singh & Family 



GSCA Services 
During new Temple & Community Center Inauguration 

at Bharat Sevashram Sangha, NJ. 

 

 

 



 

310 Ryders Lane, Milltown, NJ 

In Acme Shopping Center 

Largest Selection Of  

Fine Wine, Liquor & Microbrews 

500+ Items On Sale Every Week 

Tastings Every Friday & Saturday 

 

Great Selections, Great Prices  

With Great Service 

 

Pl. Visit NjWineGallery.com 

 Phone: 732-651-1222 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Compliments from A1 Learning Center 

MATH LANGUAGE ARTS SCIENCE SAT ACT 

TUTORING FROM K -12. 

www.a1learningcenter.com 

---  RUPA ROY ---- 

2232 North Brunswick NJ 08902 

732-2974421 

 

 

 



 





 



Best Wishes to all members of GSCA 

From  

RAM ASSOCIATES 
 
 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
 

ACCOUNTING AND BOOK KEEPING SERVICES 
 

TAX PREPARATION & TAX PLANNING 
 

FINANCING, MERGER AND ACQUISITION 
 

INCORPORATION SERVICES, BUSINESS PLANS 
 

INDIVIDUAL - PARTNERSHIP – CORPORATE TAX 
 

MANAGEMENT AND BUSINESS CONSULTANTS 
 

PAYROLL, IRS AND STATE AUDIT REPRESANTATION & FOREIGN REPORTING 
 

STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLANNING 
 

P.K. RAM 
CPA, CFP, CMA, CIA, ICMA (LONDON), ACA, AICWA, CGMA, CFF, CITP, CMAP 

Tel: 609-631-9552, 609-631-9553 Fax: 609-587-8384 

3240 E. STATE STREET EXTN. HAMILTON, NJ-08619 

Email: pkram@ramassociates.us 

Web: www.RamAssociates.us 

 

 

mailto:pkram@ramassociates.us
http://www.ramassociates.us/


 

 

GSCA Thanks Its Donors 
Garden State Cultural Association sincerely thanks the following donors who extended their financial support in 

our continuing philanthropic efforts and also in Durga Puja preparations. 

 SOUMYENDRA SEAL 

 UJJAL DAS 

 SANDIP SAHA 

 KRISHNA CHAUDHURI 

 PRABAL BISWAS 

 RANJAN CHAKRABORTY 

 SHAKHI MAJUMDAR 

 INDRASISH BASUROYCHOWDHURY 

 TAPAS SANYAL 

 AMITAVA MITRA 

 ARGHYA SAHA 

 PREMANGSU HIJLI 

 ATANU BISWAS 

 ASIT RAY 

 BIMAL BISWAS 



 



Bridging the Bengali Generational Gap 

- Debleena Das 

My closest non-Bengali friends have always wondered why I spend so much time with these “family 

friends” of mine. “What exactly do you mean by ‘family friend’ and how is it possible for you to have so many of 

them!?!?” is what they have often asked.  Another question asked once by one of my closest ‘Mashies’ was 

why year after year, I enjoyed going to Banga Sammelan so much. She explained that when she was growing 

up her parents had to drag her and her brother to Banga Sammelan each year, and they absolutely dreaded 

having to sit through the performances. She couldn’t even begin to understand why my brother and I always 

look forward to it.  

I thought about both of these things a lot and quickly realized how the answers were connected.  While 

most of my non-Indian friends here have aunts, uncles, and grandparents all living close by (or at least in the 

same country), most of my relatives have always lived half way across the world, in India. This is the case for 

most of my Bengali friends as well. My Bengali friends and I share a unique bond because of this and I feel as 

though this is where the concept of “family friend” is derived from. “Family friends” are the ones who have 

watched me grow up and have known me as well as my family does. By default, because I see them more 

often, they sometimes know me even better than my relatives in India. Hence, they are much more than just 

mere ‘friends.’ These are the people with whom I have spent Saturday nights at “nemonthonos” often in the 

basement, while all the parents were chatting upstairs. When we were young, we were perhaps thrown 

together because of our proximity in age, but somewhere along the way these people eventually became the 

ones I hung out with, gossiped with, and often even confided in. We have gone to pujas together and have 

known our way around the halls of Plainfield High School from an early age. We have celebrated birthdays, 

graduations, weddings and anniversaries with them but also grieved together for some of life’s more difficult 

obstacles.  We share the commonality of being raised in the United States by parents who have been raised in 

a different country, following different cultural norms and customs.  These are the people who have raised me, 

yet we have also grown together in a unique type of synergy.  

Every year I look forward to Banga Sammelan because it is an opportunity to spend a weekend to 

appreciate my culture and spend time with the people I have grown up with. Many of my close friends have 

served on the youth committee boards year after year and I have seen the hard work and dedication it takes to 

run a successful Banga Sammelan. They put in a lot of effort to think of events that will keep the attention of 

both children and young adults. I have learned a lot from the youth seminars and have been in awe of my 

fellow youth who perform in the talent show. Yes, I attend the “evening events” on Friday and Saturday nights 

during Banga Sammelan but I am also one of the few who is up early to watch dance performances and other 

events of interest. I have met new people every year at Banga Sammelan and have been able to form unique 

friendships with people from across North America.  Some of these people I end up seeing only once a year, 

yet we manage to keep in touch through the amazing feats of social networking. I suddenly realize that I have 

known some of these friends since childhood and we have grown up together based on only an annual meet-

up at Banga Sammelan! I am in amazement at the different endeavors my friends have taken on and have 

admired them as they strive towards their goals, whether they are in community service, global outreach, or 

entrepreneurial ventures. They certainly inspire me to work harder at my own personal goals. Our parents 

clearly teach us that being only book-smart does not equal complete self-fulfillment. I might be slightly biased, 

but Bengalis are certainly a talented and well-rounded group. 

 



 

Flavor Junction 

Kumar Soni Plaza 

1585 Oak Tree Road 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

TEL: (732) 379 – 4655 

FAX: (732) 379 – 4654 

 

www.calcuttawok.com 

** $2.00 off with this ad. ** 

Bridging the Bengali Generational Gap (Continued  ...) 

http://www.calcuttawok.com/


While my friends and I are preoccupied with the youth events at Banga Sammelan, my parents and 

their friends are simultaneously attending performances catered towards their generation. People of all ages 

browse through the latest fashionable attire and jewelry brought from vendors from Kolkata. In this way people 

of all generations are able to be apart of an event that recognizes and celebrates both Old Kolkata, with our 

rich Bengali history, while still keeping us up to date with the trends of Kolkata today. Most of us are unable to 

travel to India often, so it is nice to have a weekend where it is as if a slice of Kolkata has come directly to us. 

Banga Sammelan is able to bridge the gap between generations and thus bridge the gap between parent and 

child. Over the years, this annual event has helped me put into perspective where my parents and 

grandparents came from. Banga Sammelan teaches us the importance of holding on to our culture, no matter 

where we are growing up. Because of this, I am able to still feel as though India and Bengali culture are a huge 

part of me, even though I have been brought up in the United States.  

I am grateful to my parents for instilling in me a love for my community and culture from a young age. I 

was one of the lucky ones who had my Thama and Dadu (grandparents) live with me for most of my life. This 

meant that I was fluent in Bengali and learned a lot about the Bengali culture. Partially through them and 

partially through my parents, I gained a desire of wanting to go to India as much as possible to spend time with 

my relatives and see what life over there is like. To this day I would choose going to India over any other 

vacation spot, something all people from my generation might not agree with. (This might also be due to the 

fact that many of my cousins are girls my age…) I only wish I could see my family there more often! I 

appreciate being a part of a community where we can go to each other for anything. The feeling of knowing 

that someone always has your back is a comfort that cannot necessarily be put into words. If I am home alone 

for an extended period of time, I am always assured by the fact that some ‘Mashi’ will always call and check up 

on me or bring me food (knowing me well enough to know that I won’t have cooked on my own…). Throughout 

college, my Bengali friends and I visited each other to get a taste of each other’s college experiences and 

knew what was going on in each other’s lives. I am lucky to have and to be a part of the extensive Bengali 

network. I’ve truly learned the power of the human connection through my Bengali culture, and it is a 

connection that I hope I will be able to spread to generations to come.  

 

 

 



 



Where Help Is Truly Needed 
By Guru Chakravarty 

All of us here today have relatives and friends back in India. Since I came to the United States about 40 years 

ago, there has been a vast difference in the economic conditions in India, mostly for the better. Salaries of 

engineers have gone up by 50%-100% from what I meagerly earned in the 1970s working as a civil engineer 

for the Tata Company.  The standard of living has gone up and as a result people are buying their own houses 

or flats at a younger age and thereby repaying the bank loans much earlier than anticipated. Amenities like 

refrigerators, washer-dryers, cooking range, internet and I-phones are in almost every household. In many 

ways, the living conditions are almost equal to that of the United States so that the urge of immigrating to this 

country does not have the attraction that was prevalent in my time. 

But that is just one side of the story. When I came from my village in Bankura, there was just one unpaved 

road through the village. Most houses were made of mud walls and the roofs were covered with hay stack 

made of dried rice plants. People, including women and children, had to walk a mile to get to the bus route, 

which was scheduled to run only 3 or 4 times a day. That bus route was a one-lane road, meaning the black tar 

top covered just enough width for one automobile to travel. Whenever another car, or more frequently, a 

bullock cart came from the other side, it created a funny situation. One of the vehicles would almost come to a 

stop and move to the unpaved side of the road to let the other vehicle pass. The road would be almost 

destroyed every rainy season with pot holes, and repaired every year after the rains. There was no plumbing. 

Drinking water came from low-dug wells, not the deep tube wells. The only high school in the area was for 

boys run by Ramkrishna Mission. The girls' education ended at primary level. There was no health clinic or 

such services provided by the government. 

Would you believe that the conditions in my village are roughly the same today after 40 years? No change in 

the road or the mode of transportation, no change in drinking water supply or plumbing, and no change in 

economic plights. My next door neighbor is living exactly the same way as forty years ago, in a mud walled 

house with a thatched roof.  Thanks to great improvements in the cultivation research by the government, 

average people do have enough rice for their food.  But with inflation, which came with the economic progress 

of the country, the poor farmers could not afford much else. A notable change came with the establishment of 

a girls' high school that allowed girls to complete their secondary education before waiting to get married. The 

parents are so poor that they do not have any means to send them away to college for higher education. The 

education system is such that only the well to do people can succeed. The parents who can support private 

tuition for their children do so and their children advance in the class. The poor students depend on their own 

means of support and often fall behind. The poor farmers employ their children to work in the farms during the 

farming season, a necessity for financial security.  Hence, these children cannot keep up with the educational 

demands and end up failing the class and leaving the educational system completely.  

We all know that the way out of this dismal situation is higher education. The only successful people are those 

who are able to get out of the village and find jobs in a city. Once settled with a job in a city, they are able to 

raise their children in a much different atmosphere. The children are in a position to compete for success in a 

normal manner. But how many can really get out of the poor living conditions in a village? The last census of 

India, conducted in 2011, documented 7935 towns and 640,867 villages in the country.  The government 

claims a literacy rate of 74%, where literacy is defined as the ability to read, write, and understand  any 

language by everyone who is 7 years of age and older. Findings of "Pratham", the largest non-governmental 

organization in India, in 2005 and 2006 revealed that 50% of children in government schools could not read 

write or do basic arithmetic despite being in school for 4–5 years. 
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normal manner. But how many can really get out of the poor living conditions in a village? The last census of 

India, conducted in 2011, documented 7935 towns and 640,867 villages in the country.  The government 

claims a literacy rate of 74%, where literacy is defined as the ability to read, write, and understand  any 

language by everyone who is 7 years of age and older. Findings of "Pratham", the largest non-governmental 

organization in India, in 2005 and 2006 revealed that 50% of children in government schools could not read 

write or do basic arithmetic despite being in school for 4–5 years. 

"Pratham" works towards the provision of quality education for the underprivileged children. Established in 

Mumbai in 1994, to provide pre-school education to children in the slums, it now has activities in 21 states of 

India. They launched a program called "Read India” in 2007 to improve reading, writing and basic arithmetic 

skills for 6-14 year old children. The program is carried out by school teachers, social workers and volunteers, 

who “Pratham” trains. Read India has reached approximately 34 million children to date, resulting in large-

scale improvements in literacy levels across several states in India. Whereas “Pratham” is generally involved 

with providing the primary education for the underprivileged children, there are many other organizations, large 

and small, and some individuals, based in the US, that are extending a helping hand to poor students in all 

levels of education, including engineering and medical studies. 

This brings us to the point of this article. I know that many of us support friends and relatives in India with 

regular contribution of money. Many of us go one step further to support the community we came from, be it a 

donation to a school to build a new classroom, or provision for a tube well for drinking water, or facilitating the 

supply of medicines for a poorly furbished health center. The pioneers in such matters are of course great 

organizations like Bharat Sevashram Sangha and Ramkrishna Mission. But where do these penniless 

Sanyasis get their money from – from people like us of course. I mentioned earlier about a school established 

by Ramkrishna Mission near our village, almost 50 years ago, which opened up a new door for the children of 

the area. Many students coming out of that school have gone further ahead, but many others face an 

insurmountable wall of poverty to get on to further their education. There are many untold facts about students 

from poverty stricken families who have to support their families in addition to supporting their own education.  

It gives me great pleasure to see that a few volunteers in GSCA are taking a bold step forward to work in this 

area. They are trying to organize a philanthropic committee whose primary purpose would be to locate poor 

and meritorious students and to fund their studies. GSCA, as a tax-exempt non-profit organization, is standing 

firmly behind this idea. But just like anything else, monetary support is necessary from the community to 

achieve this noble goal. Any donations received from the community members for this philanthropic purpose 

should be tax-exempt. But no matter whether it is GSCA or any other charitable organization or your personal 

philanthropy, any help for the young minds to grow and succeed in life will prove to be highly gratifying. This is 

where help is really needed. 
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One Fare, One Visit, One stop for all your travel needs. 
 

Specialized in Airline tickets, car rentals, hotel reservations. We do Visa and passport services 
available for Indian nationalities. 

(Same day service not available until further notice) 

 

** Newark / New York to Mumbai / Delhi     -     680.00 plus Tax return 

** Newark / New York to Hyderabad- HYD      -     860.00 plus Tax return 

** Newark / New York to Bangalore - BLR -     860.00 plus Tax return 

** Newark / New York to Madras- MAA     -     810.00 plus Tax return 

** Newark / New York to Kolkata - CCU  -     860.00 plus Tax return 

 

(Please make your reservations early, seats are limited.) 

For more info, please contact us at: 

FareOne Travels Inc 

45 Brunswick Ave, Suite # 222 

Edison, NJ 08817. 
Direct Line:   (732) 476 – 6180 / 732-791-2809 

Toll Free:      (888) 327-3569. 

** Fare not valid on all carriers, fares will change without notice and based on the availability. 

**Fares not applicable travelling 2nd DEC to 26DEC2012. 

 



 

In Memory of Late Shree Subroto Mukherjee 

April 6, 1936 - March 1, 2012 

 

 

GSCA members will miss you forever. 

 



 



 

In Memory of  

Late Shree Manish Bhattacharjee 

May 18, 1939 - July 20, 2012 

 

GSCA members will miss you forever. 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

Wish ALL GSCA Members  

a Happy Durga Puja 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 


