





Welcome address

Namoshkar!

On behalf of Garden State Cultural Association, on the auspicious occasion
of Durga Puja, I extend my greetings and best wishes to all our members and
patrons.

Let us offer flowers at Maa Durga’s Lotus Feet and pray for Pure Love —
“Mother, here is Thy virtue, here is Thy vice. Take them both and grant me
only pure love for Thee. Here is Thy knowledge, here is Thy ignorance. Take
them both and grant me only pure love for Thee. Here is Thy purity, here is
Thy impurity. Take them both, Mother, and grant me only pure love for Thee.
Here is Thy dharma, here is Thy adharma. Take them both, Mother, and grant
me only pure love for Thee.”

At GSCA, we carry on the missions and objectives initially envisioned by our
founding members with pride and devotion. In doing so, we have evolved as
one of the most prominent organizations promoting Indian social, cultural
and religious events. In addition, Philanthropic activities define GSCA — we
support students in the USA and India who come from financially deprived
families, and we support people in need during natural calamities and
pandemic.

With great joy, I invite you to celebrate the 31st Durga Puja of Garden State
Cultural Association. This year we are back to in-person celebration after
two years of curtailed ones due to pandemic. With unconditional support
of our members and patrons, GSCA’s committee members and volunteers
worked tirelessly to prepare for and celebrate the biggest Durga Puja in New
Jersey. Let us all celebrate this festive season and event with great depth of
puja rituals, socialization, shopping, talent show, and outstanding cultural
program. Please join us and make memories together.

Best Regards,

Bidip Sinha, Chairperson

(On behalf of the Board)

Garden State Cultural Association.






Grand Benefactor

Dr. Birendra N. Pramanik

GSCA’s 2022 grand benefactor, Birendra N. Pramanik, arrived in the United States over fifty four
years ago in 1968 from East Pakistan and now Bangladesh, on a US-AID scholarship to attend summer
program in chemistry at Mercer University, Macon, GA . After touring colleges in Chicago, Washington
and Florida, he went to New Jersey where he met Professor Ajay Kumar Bose at Stevens Institute of
Technology. Although he had received admission for graduate studies, he went back to East Pakistan
to be with his family and to fulfill other obligations at his job at Carmichael College, Rangpur. He
returned to the United States in 1970 as a graduate student at Stevens Institute of Technology receiving
partial financial support from Stevens Institute which later became a full fellowship. At that time a very
generous person in New York, Mr. Anwarul Huque Talukdar, offered him shelter in an apartment on
the 3rd floor of his restaurant Pak-India Curry House, 130 West 45th Street near Time Square, NYC.

In October 1970, Birendra Pramanik attended Durga Puja at Columbia University which might be the
first Durga Puja celebrated in New York City. It was an extremely difficult period for him, since a war
was going on in East Pakistan and he did not hear from his family (wife, daughter, son, other members)
for a long period. The last contact that he had with his family was towards the end of September,1970.
At the Durga Puja at Columbia, he prayed to Mother Durga for the safety and protection of his family
and others affected by the war.

Months passed and he had no news from his family. In January/February 1971, he wrote to one of his
childhood friends who migrated to India many years ago. Surprisingly, he received a reply from him
that his family tried to cross the Indian Border and faced the Pakistani army, and he did not have any
further news of what might have happened to them.

It was very hard for Birendra to focus on his studies at that time. But the faculty, especially Professor
Ajay K Bose (his mentor) was very accommodating, provided motivation and inspiration, and he did
well in his studies. He also received support from the International Rescue Committee.

Late one night in May 1971, as Birendra was closing the restaurant, where he worked as a waiter, a
Stevens Institute police officer knocked on the door. His brother sent a telegram to Stevens campus
reporting that Nandita (his wife) and his two children, a daughter 4 and a son 2 years old had reached
a refugee camp in India, having fled a massacre in their hometown and trekking at nightfall for 60
miles. Steven’s President Ken Rogers who had taken an interest in Pramanik learned of the message
and sent the officer to find him. When Birendra heard they were safe, he was overwhelmed with joy and
happiness. It was Mother Durga’s grace that saved his family. East Pakistan secured Independence and
became Bangladesh in 1971. Pramanik’s family arrived in the United States in February, 1973.
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GSCA COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Rima Sarkar

Committees Liaison Members Volunteers
Advisory Council Bidip Sinha Shikhar Sarkar (C ) N/A
Alok Mittra (AC)
Cultural Kapil Parna Sarkar (C) Subhamoy Sen, Prapti
Bhattacharjee Mahua Bose (AC) Paul, Sanchayita Ghatak,
Arpita Bose Moumita Paul Halder
Nirmal Saha
Decoration & Kapil Subhamoy Sen, Sohom Sen
Transportation Bhattacharjee
Facility Management Sean Badsa Sandip Saha ( C) Tamal Roy, Saurav Bose
Asim Guha (AC)
Indranil Saha
Food Arup Ghatak Srikant Mukherjee (C) [Arkaprabha Ghatak,
Gopal Paul (AC) Sanchayita Ghatak, Sandip
Koushik Halder Saha, Shuvra Saha
Anindita Das, Nirmal Saha,
Bimal Saha
Fund Raising Rajarshi Sarkar Indranil Dey (C) Dwipen Ghosh, Sandip
Saha, Nirmal Saha, Anindita
Dey
Philanthropy Pradip Das Sourav Adak (C) Sandip Saha, Mahua Bose
Bimal Saha (AC)
Asim Datta
Dwipen Ghosh
Guru Chakravarty
Public Relation and Sean Badsa Saurav Bose (C) Subhamoy Sen, Sohom Sen,
Technology Arkaprabha Ghatak Konya Badsa, Tanaya Badsa
(AC) Nilanjan Mitra Thakur
Prabal Biswas
Puja Management Amitava Banerjea | Archita Roy (C) Suchita Roy, Mahua Bose,
Nandini Bardhan (AC) |Mahua Paul, Ranen Ganguly
Debjani Guha
Shubra Saha
Jayashree Saha
Recreation Amitava Banerjea |Tamal Roy (C) Asim Guha, Mahua Bose,
Ankhi Tapaswi (AC) Jayasri Saha, Nibedita
Mala Mittra Bandyopadhyay, Tanaya
Konya Badsa Badsa, Narayan Roy







GSCA Board of Trustee Members

& Bidip Sinha Chairman
& Kapil Bhattacharjee =~ Vice Chairman
& Rajarshi Sarkar General Secretary
& Amitava Banerjea Treasurer
& Pradip Das Trustee
# Sean Badsa Trustee
& Arup Ghatak Trustee
Grand Donor Donor
Alok Mittra Asim Guha
Arup Ghatak Bimal Saha
Bidip Sinha Chinmayi Bagchi
Dwipen Ghosh Narayan Roy
Kapil Bhattacharjee Nirmal Saha
Pradip Das Sandip Saha
Prasun Chakravarty Sean Badsa
Rajarshi Sarkar Sourav Adak

Tamal Roy







GSCA Members

Abhijit Kumar Roy, Aisee
Sarkar, @ Ajanta  Guha,
Ajit K Parhi, Ajit Saha,
Alo Pal, Alok Mittra,
Ambalika Mukherjee,
Amitava Banerjea, Anamika
Banerjee, Anasuya Sen,
Anindita Bhowmick Sarkar,
Anindita Das, Anindita Dey,
Anirban Ghosh, Anirban
Kundu, Anita Chakravarty,
Ankhi Tapaswi, Anuradha
Sinha, Archita Roy, Arijit
Ghosh, Arindam Chatterjee,
Arkaprabha Ghatak, Arpita
Bose, Arpita Gupta, Arun
Ghosh, Arundhati Sanyal,
Arup Ghatak, Asim Kumar
Datta, Asim Kumar Guha,
Benu Pal, Bidip Sinha,
Bimal Biswas, Bimal Saha,
Birendra Pramanik, Biswajit
Sengupta, Chandrika
Mukerji, Chhabi Biswas,
Chinamyi Bagchi, Chitra Pal,
Chuni Ghosh, Debiprosad
Lahiri, Debjani  Gubha,
Debol Gupta, Devdatta
Das, Dipanjan Choudhury,
Durba Duttagupta, Dwipen
Ghosh, Enakshi  Saha,
Gautam Ghosh, Gayatree
Sarma, Gopal Paul, Guru
Chakravarty, Hemanta
Bhattacharjee, Himika
Ghosh, Indra Bhattacharya,
Thakur,

Indranil

Indrani  Mitra
Indranil  Dey,

Saha, Jayasri Saha, Jayeeta
Adak, Kakali
Kallol Duttagupta, Kapil

Ganguly,
Bhattacharjee, Kasturi
Biswas, @ Konya  Badsa,
Koushik Halder, Krishna
Mehta, Lakshman Srinivasa,
Madhurima Choudhury,
Mahua Bose Sen, Mahua
Paul, Mahuya Mukherjee,
Mala Mittra, Manashi Ray,
Manjulika Ghosh, Mihir
Sinha, Mimi Sengupta,
Minati Saha, Mira Datta,
Moumita Paul Halder,
Nandini Bardhan, Nandita
Pramanik, Narayan Roy,
Neha Ghosh, Nemai Ghosh,
Nibedita Bandyopadhyay,
Nilanjan Mitra Thakur,
Nirmal Saha, Paramita Roy,
Parna Sarkar, Paromita Roy,
Patralekha  Bhattacharya,
Pinaki Chattopadhyay,
Prabal Biswas, Pradip
Das, Prapti Paul, Prasun
Chakravarty, Prosanta Pal,
Rajarshi  Sarkar, Rajesh
Gohil, Ranen
Ranjana Banerjea, Ratna

Ganguly,

Saha, Rima Sarkar, Ruma

Bhattacharjee, Rumana
Chattopadhyay, Saheli
Mukherjee, Sanchayita
Ghatak, Sandhya Guha,
Sandip Saha, Sangeeta
Bhowmick, Sanghamitra
Choudhury, Sanghamitra

Pramanik, Sanjeev Paul,
Santanu Sarkar, Santosh
Mukherjee, Satadru Roy,
Saurav Bose, Sean Badsa,
Sharmila Roy, Sharmistha
Banerjee, Shefali
Mukherjee, Shikhar Sarkar,
Shilpi  Kundu, Shimli
BasuRoyChoudhury, Shuvra
Saha, Simpi Saha, Sohom
Sen, Soma Chatterjee, Soma
Das, Soma Ghosh, Sourav
Adak, Srikant Mukherjee,
Subhabrata Sen, Subhamoy
Sen, Suchita Roy, Sudip Sen,
Sudipta Ghosh, Sukanya
Banerjee, Suman Banerjee,
Suman Das, Sumita
Chakravarty, Susmita Sen,
Sutapa Bandopadhyay,
Tamal Roy, Tanaya Badsa,
Tapas Sanyal, Vijeet Sarma,

Vipasha Dasgupta.







Cultural program Synopsis

Garden State Cultural Association is pleased to line-up a wide spectrum performance which will cater
to tastes of all kinds of audiences. Our audiences experience a euphoric journey over two days covering
devotional songs, finesse of Kathak to semi-classical and contemporary Bengali delicacies and concluded
with Bollywood extravaganza.

Saturday —

Devi Vandana —A presentation of vocal solo and group performance by Adult and children of GSCA
under the direction of well-known vocal Artist of Tristate area and GSCA member Smt. Gayatree Sarma.
This will be a rendition of several popular Bengali and Hindi devotional songs revering Maa Durga.
Program starts with an Agomoni song, a warm welcome to Devi Maa followed by ‘Bhavani Dayani’, a
famous bhajan praise of Maa Bhavani, then Haimanti Sukla’s popular song ‘Mago Daki Tomay’, which
describes almost every ritual from Mahalaya to Bijay Dasami and concluding with an ultimate pujo
song ‘Elo je maa amar maa sobar maa durga maa.

Dance Performance of Pta. Archana Joglekar — Watch the Maestro Guru Archana Joglekar
herself in “Kalaidoscope of Kathak” — a unique presentation which will bring in fine nuances of Kathak
artistry which will entertain and appeal to all commoners as well as connoisseurs. Offering our salutation
to Ma Durga, you will witness rare gems of racy Technique of Kathak as well as untold stories from Brij
Bhasha bringing out the various dimensions of Womanhood. It will put you in awe and sometimes
tickle you to laughter. This program is specially created for GSCA”

Vocal Performance of Iman Chakraborty and Piu Mukherjee — Unique program of Iman
Chakraborty and Piu Mukherjee - two very popular singers from two different schools of music will
be singing Solo and Jugalbandi covering almost all genres of Bengali music: # Raag o Ravindranath #
Thumri to Kirtan # Folk to Fusion # Classical to Contemporary and # Originals from each singer. It’s a
musical soirée curated especially for GSCA Durga Pujo, 2022, a first-time in US stage shows.

Sunday -

Vocal Performance of Benny Dayal — The king of Bollywood dance items, Benny Dayal and band
will rock the GSCA stage on Sunday. You will experience a true Bollywood Dhamaka with blockbuster
hit songs - Battameez Dil, Ude Dil Befikre, Laat Laag Gayee to Banng and more. Bring your dancing
shoes and be frenzied.
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An Appeal for Scholarship Fund of GSCA

September, 2022
Dear Members and Patrons of GSCA,

Thank you for participating in the philanthropic activities of Garden State Cultural Association for
many years, to fund higher education of the under- privileged meritorious students. This is our
annual request to make your tax-deductible donations count to make positive changes in the lives
of needy aspiring students. Higher education is the most effective means for the large economically
disadvantaged population of India to break the cycle of poverty.

GSCA initiated the scholarship efforts with sponsoring a Medical student in 2012. Since then we
have increased the number of scholarship recipients every year. Once we sponsor a student, we keep
supporting him/her until the students complete their program of studies, which generally takes 4
to 5 years depending on the degree program. The list below shows students who graduated with our
assistance and have entered into their professional careers:

2016: Sourav Dolui- MBBS; Laxmikanta Gorai- BS in Elec. Engineering; Chandan Kotal — BS in
Textile Engineering; Joydeep Mukherjee — Diploma in Electrical Engineering.

2017: Alahim Shaikh -MBBS; Priya Karmakar — BS, Nursing; Shirshak Saha — Cost Accounting
(ICWAI); Uzzal Mandal- MBBS

2018: Sujata Maity -MBBS

2019: Mohan Gayen — MBBS; Arjun Akhuli — MBBS: Sabyasachi De — MBBS; Madhurima Saha
Orphan B.Com Honors; Subhamoy Saha Orphan B.com Honors; Beauty Bir — Nursing.

2020: Sankar Hazra- MBBS; Sanat Mandal-MBBS; Subhadip Kandar-MBBS, Chetana Ghosh,-
MBBS; Ranjan Paul — MBBS; Amrita Sarkar— MBBS; Arindam Paik-MBBS; Payel Gorai-
Nursing.

2021: Rabina Khatun-MBBS; Susmita Koley-Nursing; Bikram Mondal- Comp Sc; Keya Pal — Comp
Sc.

All students come from financially deprived families, with the earning member working as a daily
laborer, a rickshaw puller, a bidi maker, a tea seller, or a small farmer. Most students are from small
villages.

As of this writing, we are supporting (40) students who are continuing their studies in Medical,
Engineering, Nursing and other undergraduate programs. Included in the list are six students
graduating from Plainfield High School in New Jersey. We would like to add more needy and
meritorious students to our list as we select them from the new applications we receive. To add any
new students, we need your support. Please make a tax-deductible donation to GSCA Scholarship
Fund with a minimum amount of $50.000r more if you can. You may make your tax-deductible
donation by the following means:

You can go to our website GSCA.US, click on philanthropy, click on donate, or
You can write a check payable to GSCA Philanthropy, and mail to:

GSCA, P.O. Box PO BOX 10828, New Brunswick, NJ 08906-0828
Respectfully,

GSCA Philanthropy Committee, NJ, USA

Sourav Adak 609-375-6831 (Coordinator),
Bimal Saha 908-578-1808,

Guru Chakravarty 908-752-3065,

Dwipen Ghosh 732-309-9657
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Did You Know?

Pradip R. Das

Kolkata, or Calcutta... The
City of Joy, the name which
is quintessential to Bengali
culture and heritage and
the city where many of us
lived and also some like me,
were born. The city that is
bedecked with  stunning
remnants of Colonial
India where contemporary
influences meet old world
charm. Our nostalgia of the
city is enlivened by the buzz
of the marketplace blending
with the lull of the Hoogly, the
raggle-taggle confluence of
architecture, people, cuisines
and the colors of the red brick
buildings and yellow taxis.
Oh Calcutta! (“Reproduced from the internet for non-profit

v Many know Kolkata as a
purposes only”)

sleepy and lazy city but there
is no end to its fascination. There are so many fun as well as intriguing facts about Kolkata which have
either been forgotten or fail to get noticed owing to today’s fast paced lifestyle. Let us revisit the many
places and facts of our beloved city, some known and some perhaps obscure to many of us.

Kolkata has a preeminent place in the history of American diplomacy, where the second oldest American
Consulate of anywhere in the world was established and the oldest in India. The first American President,
George Washington nominated Benjamin Joy of Newbury Port as the first American Consul to Kolkata
on November 19, 1792. With the advice of Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson (later to become the third
President of America) and consent of the Senate, President Washington commissioned Benjamin Joy to
that office on November 21, 1792. His arrival was the beginning of a long official American relationship
with Kolkata and, indeed, all of India.

The Royal Calcutta Golf Club, founded in 1829, is the oldest golf club in India and the second outside
the British Isles. It is by far one of the most prestigious landmarks in the country.

Similarly, Calcutta Polo Club, the world’s first polo club still in existence, was established by two
British soldiers in Calcutta in 1862. Later they spread the game to their peers in England. The sport was
particularly popular amongst the royals and Nawabs of Bengal.

Dalhousie Square has a riveting past. This square served as the administrative seat of the British
Colonial rule before they moved to Delhi. The British invested heavily in this area with striking
architectural structures which amalgamated Georgian, Victorian and Gothic styles. Also constructed
in this area were awe inspiring structures like the St. Andrews Church, the Metropolitan Building,
Writer’s Building and the General Post Office. Today this neighborhood is called BBD Bagh in memory
of the three revolutionaries Benoy, Badal and Dinesh who shot the Inspector General of Prisons in the
balcony of Writers Building. After the attack, the men committed suicide.

The Indian Coffee House on College Street is steeped in History and Bengali Culture. Although the
“adda” is the most symbolic element of the Coffee House, this unassuming establishment was the
meeting place for freedom fighters, revolutionaries, novelists and film-makers. Even today, the
coffee shop is a haven for college students and academics where, on most days, the tables are packed
with enthusiastic people talking and discussing animatedly over all possible topics covering politics
(both Indian and foreign), book reviews, cinemas and songs, latest gadgets etc. over piping hot cups of
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coffee and tea.

Kolkata is a book lovers’ paradise, and The College Street Book Market is the largest book market
in India and possibly the largest secondhand book market in the world. The “boi-para” or College Street
in Kolkata is a prominent center for Kolkata’s literary crowd and has an altogether different charm.
Amongst the smells of new and old and dog-eared books at the many kiosks, one can find attractive
bargains on pre-owned books.

Kolkata Book Fair is one of a kind and is Asia’s largest book fair. This event witnesses an ensemble
of celebrities and commoners gathered to purchase books; the fair also brings together an amazing
collection of different forms of art and artistic renditions throughout the duration of the fair.

New Market, chaotic but colorful, has been an integral part of Kolkata since 1874 and is a vast
shopping complex comprising a maze of shops housed in Gothic style arcades. From groceries to shops
carrying the latest trends in fashion, New Market houses everything to satisfy every shoppers’ needs. It
is impossible to miss the amazing style of shoppers here, as they snake their way through the crowd and
shoppers’ lanes to bargain for the perfect price. During winter, New Market dresses up for the Christmas
spirit, every shop is decorated with a festive display and a Christmas Tree, mired in grandeur, stands in
the courtyard.

Who amongst us does not consider “Indo-Chinese Cuisine” as one of their favorites? Chinese people
living in Kolkata, mostly of Hakka origin, first introduced this famous cuisine. Kolkata has India’s only
Chinatown and the restaurants there serve awesome food.

The Great Banyan Tree located in the Botanical Gardens, Shibpur is over 250 years old and the
largest tree in the world in terms of the area it occupies. The tree draws more visitors to the garden than
its collection of exotic plants from five continents. Its main trunk was diseased after it was struck by two
cyclones, so in 1925 the main trunk was amputated to keep the remainder healthy, leaving it as a clonal
colony rather than a single tree. Incidentally, the banyan tree is also India’s National Tree; because of its
longevity it is considered immortal and is an integral part of the myths and legends of India.

The Calcutta Football League, founded in 1898, is India’s oldest football tournament and the second
oldest in the world. Mohun Bagan Sporting club and the club’s football section, now known as ATK
Mohun Bagan AC, is one of the oldest in India and Asia. The club is most notable for its victory over
East Yorkshire Regiment in the 1911 FIFA Shield Final. That victory made Mohun Bagan the first all-
Indian side to win a championship over the British side and was a major moment for India’s push for
independence.

Vivekananda Yuva Bharati Krirangan, also known as the Salt Lake Stadium, with a current capacity
of 85,000 is the second largest football stadium in India by seating capacity. Prior to its renovation in
2011, it was the second largest football stadium in the world with a reported seating capacity of 120,000
. The stadium hosted the finals of the 2017 FIFA U-17 World Cup, alongside hosting other matches of
the tournament. It will be the site again for the 2021 FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup.

Park Street, synonymous with glamour and good times, was not always bustling and lively. It was
known as the Burial Ground Road during Colonial Rule. This eerie street was mostly avoided till Sir
William Jones founded the Asiatic Society in 1784 to study the culture of the Orient. Gradually the
landscape of the once avoided Burial Ground Road changed and in the 1920’s, a Swiss Couple opened
a quaint tearoom here that later became the famous Flury’s patisserie. The area was renamed Park
Street and this once lonely area was infused with spirit. Today, Park Street represents the joy and mirth
of Kolkata, and a haven for food lovers with restaurants galore. There is something for every palate and
cuisines to placate even the fussiest eaters. Pubs and Nightclubs are the other attractions of the area
where Kolkata’s best dressed come out to party. With the influx of tourists and trendy locals, Park Street
represents the pulse of Kolkata.

Referred to as “The Jewel of the East” by American author Mark Twain, the 180 year old Great
Eastern Hotel was unveiled and formally re-launched by the West Bengal Government in 2013. Once
reputed to be the first luxury hotel of Asia, the hotel is now known as Lalit Great Eastern. Encouraged by
the success of his thriving confectionery shop in Kolkata, Englishman David Wilson launched a hotel in
1840 and named it Auckland Hotel after the then Governor General. Popularly known as Wilson’s Hotel
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till 1865, it was renamed as the Great Eastern Hotel thereafter. In 1883 it became the country’s first
hotel to be fully illuminated with electricity and was the favorite haunt of the elite of the city. The hotel,
as it stands today, is an amalgamation of the styles from three different eras, Victorian, Edwardian and
contemporary as displayed in its various blocks. In 1975, West Bengal Government took over the hotel
and in 20035, the current owner, Lalit Suri bought the hotel and hence the current rename.

Erected in 1906 and to pay homage to Queen Victoria, Victoria Memorial bears testimony to Kolkata’s
colonial heritage. However, to make room for this colossal marble structure, the Presidency Jail on
this site was relocated. The Victoria Memorial area, due to its fascinating background, has developed
into a cultural hub and become a forum for intellectuals, art enthusiasts and history lovers. One is
easily transported to a past era while strolling down the cobbled streets or indulging in a horse-drawn
carriage ride around the monument.

Kolkata’s Tramway System is one of the oldest in Asia and currently the only operational one in
India. The intricate maze of tramlines was laid by the Calcutta Tramway Co. in 1880, and the coaches
were initially horse drawn and later made electric. Interestingly and during the British Rule, the tram
was reserved for high-ranking officials only. Currently, the tram is affordable for everyone traveling
around the city. The tram connects people from all backgrounds and the distinct neighborhoods of
Kolkata.

Kolkata has always promoted science and technology and has produced some internationally acclaimed
scientists. Constructed in 1963 and inaugurated by the then Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, the
Birla Planetarium is the largest planetarium in Asia and also the second largest in the world.

As an added fact, Science City is the largest center for the culture of science in the Indian subcontinent.

One cannot reminisce about Kolkata without mentioning Howrah Bridge. At the time of its
commission in 1943, it was the third longest cantilever bridge in the world. Linking the two cities of
Howrah and Kolkata, it was renamed Rabindra Setu in 1965 but is still popularly referred to as Howrah
Bridge. Carrying a daily traffic of approximately 100,000 vehicles and possibly 150,000 pedestrians,
it is arguably the busiest cantilever bridge in the world. The bridge is considered as “The Gateway to
Kolkata”, as it connects the city to Howrah Station.

Howrah Station is not only India’s busiest, Howrah Junction of this station is also the largest and
oldest complex in India.

Indian ports, through increase in trade and commerce have always been important to India and its sea
and river ports have flourished and emancipated since pre-independence times. Few know that the
country’s only riverine port is at Hoogly called the Kidderpore Port which also happens to be the
oldest port in India.

These and other unique facts add to the old charm which remains the main attraction of Kolkata. By-
lanes of the city has houses and shops that reflect the rich history of the by-gone eras and this gives the
metropolis its distinct character and engulfs visitors in its charms. It is of no wonder that anyone who
has lived in this city carries a part of Kolkata with nostalgic pride in their hearts.

(Republished with permission from Chief Editor, Ananda Sangbad, Ananda Mandir)
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Bargaining, Tijuana Style
Amitabha Bagchi

I must say at the outset that I am no bargainer. My deficiency became clear to me in my early teens.

It was an evening in the late 1950’s when I was in Ghugudanga bazar, right below Dum Dum station,
to buy an undershirt (genji) for me. I found a Seller — a middle-aged man in a wooden stall. Fiddling
among his wares, I found a genji that fitted my size. “How much?” I asked.

“One rupee two annas,” he replied. He spoke in a bangal accent. Must be a refugee from East Pakistan,
I thought.

It was a time of transition in India from the old quaternary system of counting money to the new
decimal system. Although the new naya paisa was quickly replacing the old paisa, the old system of
counting coins or change — in annas, sikis, etc. — was still very much in use.

“Never accept the first price offered by a Seller!” That mantra from my elders kept ringing in my head.
“Let me have it for fourteen annas,” I countered. I wished to make a reasonable but not an absurdly low
offer.

The Seller smiled at me benignly. “I shall give it to you for twelve annas,” he said. “That price I quoted
to you was for people who haggle too much.” The twinkle in his eye was unmistakable.

I was checkmated. How could I not buy something being offered to me at a price lower than my quote?
But then, couldn’t I have driven down the price some more?

KKK KKK X%%

Fast forward some fifteen years. To Tijuana, Mexico in the early 1970’s.

I was visiting Tijuana with some friends. We were ambling along, somewhat aimlessly, on a sidewalk
when a well-dressed man accosted me.

“Want to buy some cuff links?” he began. “Sterling silver. Real good! Only twenty dollars. Here, take a
look!” He held out his hand. There were two extra-large, silver cuff links.

I generally do not buy shirts that require cuff links. Back then, I had maybe two shirts that needed
those. I was not going to spend a fortune on an unnecessary luxury, sterling silver or not. I ignored him
and kept walking.

The man kept pace with me. And kept talking. “How much? How much? Give me a number. See the
workmanship? How pretty! I'll give them to you for ten dollars.”

This time my interest was piqued. I had never seen a bargaining session where a Seller begins by
dropping the asking price by a half.

I kept my composure. Showing no emotion, I said, “Sorry, I do not need them.”
“Come on, come on. Be reasonable. What about seven and a half dollars?”

How low will he go? My Ghugudanga experience flooded back to my mind. What is the true cost of the
stuff anyway? I decided to adopt a bargaining technique I had seen my father use occasionally.

“Look, I know the links are valuable,” I began solicitously. “I do not wish you to sell them below cost.
You should not take a loss. But I really do not want them.”
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The guy would have none of my spiel. He kept on pressing. “Don’t be so tough. Five dollars?”

I did a bit of mental calculation. I had bought a pair of brass cuff links from Sears not too long before. It
had cost me two dollars or less. I finally decided to make him an offer. “Two dollars.”

“C’'mon! Be a pal! Let’s split the difference. Three and a half dollars.”

Split the difference? Was I in India or Mexico?

I bought the links. Such persistence must be rewarded, right? But this was a case where the Seller did
all the haggling. Honestly, I am yet to figure out the art of bargaining.
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Every Ma is a Durga
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Kalpana Chawla our inspiration of women empowerment
Debarati Aich
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